
Gregarious creatures are, among birds, such as the pigeon, the crane, and the swan; 

and, by the way, no bird furnished with crooked talons is gregarious. Of creatures that

live in water many kinds of fishes are gregarious, such as the so-called migrants, the 

tunny, the pelamys, and the bonito.

Man, by the way, presents a mixture of the two characters, the gregarious and the 

solitary.

Social creatures are such as have some one common object in view; and this property 

is not common to all creatures that are gregarious. Such social creatures are man, the 

bee, the wasp, the ant, and the crane.

Again, of these social creatures some submit to a ruler, others are subject to no 

governance: as, for instance, the crane and the several sorts of bee submit to a ruler, 

whereas ants and numerous other creatures are every one his own master.

And again, both of gregarious and of solitary animals, some are attached to a fixed 

home and others are erratic or nomad.

Also, some are carnivorous, some graminivorous, some omnivorous: whilst some 

feed on a peculiar diet, as for instance the bees and the spiders, for the bee lives on 

honey and certain other sweets, and the spider lives by catching flies; and some 

creatures live on fish. Again, some creatures catch their food, others treasure it up; 

whereas others do not so.

Some creatures provide themselves with a dwelling, others go without one: of the 

former kind are the mole, the mouse, the ant, the bee; of the latter kind are many 

insects and quadrupeds. Further, in respect to locality of dwelling place, some 

creatures dwell under ground, as the lizard and the snake; others live on the surface of

the ground, as the horse and the dog. make to themselves holes, others do not



Some are nocturnal, as the owl and the bat; others live in the daylight.

Moreover, some creatures are tame and some are wild: some are at all times tame, as 

man and the mule; others are at all times savage, as the leopard and the wolf; and 

some creatures can be rapidly tamed, as the elephant.


